Salvation History

Joseph
· Overview

· Looking in from the outside, it seems as if God is continually punishing Joseph because things keep going wrong.  However, as we examine his story more closely, we see that God is with him the whole time working all things for Joseph’s good and God’s glory.

· Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers, falsely accused of rape, and forgotten by ungrateful people in jail.  Yet God uses each of these ‘evils’ in Joseph’s life to save not only himself and his family, but the entire country (and beyond).

· Background 

· God has promised Abraham 2 physical things (be looking for those in the coming weeks)

· God promised Abraham to have MANY decedents – more than the stars in the sky

· God promised Abraham that the land would be given to his descendants 

· Isaac grows up and has Jacob & Esau.

· Jacob has 12 sons – the next to youngest is Joseph

· Faithlessness of Joseph’s brothers 

· Joseph’s is prideful – not real humble 

· God’s promise 

· He dreams that his brothers and his parents are going to bow down and worship him

· Sold by brothers into slavery

· Watch for how God is weaving the story together for Joseph’s good and God’s glory?

· Faithfulness of God

· God’s hand in Joseph’s life 

· Not only is God with Joseph, but this is EXACTLY where God wants to be! 

· So Joseph is a slave – but is quickly put in charge of the whole house! 

· When you read through the passage, you see that the reason that Joseph did so well was not because he was so smart – but because God was with Joseph! 

· Joseph and Potiphar’s wife

· So Potiphar’s wife starts to get all Desperate Housewives on him and tries to jump him.  

· But he will have none of it! Joseph is a man of integrity and won’t sin against God.

· Again, don’t think that because of his circumstances that God has abandoned him… 

· Cupbearer and the baker 

· These two guys have weird dreams and Joseph interprets the dreams for them. 

· But after he is reinstated, the cupbearer forgets about Joseph… so Joseph stays in jail… 

· God’s Plan Revealed 

· Now we see how God worked all these things together to save Joseph and his family!

· Pharaoh’s dreams 

· Cupbearer remembers Joseph and Joseph interprets Pharaoh's dreams

· 7 years of plenty and 7 years of drought and devastation. Save now.

· Pharaoh: ‘Good idea.  You are in charge of the whole country (2nd to me of course). 

· From slave to Deputy Prime Minister (Vice President) in less than 1 day!

· People from all over come to Egypt for food… including Joseph’s family – and they bow before him. And in the end they are saved from starvation because of Joseph!  

· Now we see how all those things were simply tools that God used to plan not only the salvation of Joseph but the salvation of his family so they didn’t starve to death!

· Application

· Truth 1: God uses all things for our good and His glory! 

· No matter what is happening in your life – God desires to use it for your good!

· You can rest – no matter what – in the rock solid promises of Jesus Christ! 

· Everything God has for you in your life is for your good and His glory it 

· It helps you to grow and become like Christ and help you deal with what is coming 

· It’s there for us to use to help others and lift them up not for us to look better

· Truth 2: You cannot control your circumstances, but you can control your integrity

· The question is whether you will remain faithful to what you know is right.

· When things go wrong – don’t get frustrated and give up – DIG  INTO God more! 

· Ephesians 6:10-13 – put on the full armor of God… so that you can stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  (also v 14-20)

· IF you are immersed in Christ then when you have fought as much as you can – then he will take over and hold you up.  If not, you will fall.

· Truth 3: External blessings are not necessarily a measure of god's pleasure with you

· Rich /= God is happy

&   
   Poor /= God is mad

· Joseph was sold into slavery and rotted in jail for years and God was pleased with him.

· Don’t assume that if God loves you he will give you more stuff! 

· Assume that Christ is using circumstances to grow you to become more like Christ! 

· Small Groups 

· What it is about joseph’s life that sticks out at you the most?

· How do you think Joseph felt while getting thrown in jail for something he didn’t do and during those long years afterwards?

· What is something that has happened in your past that you can see now, looking back, that God was using it to bless you?

· Slavery – False Accusations – Jail…. THOSE are the things God had joseph in.  

· Was it worth it?

· How are some ways that you can apply the truths of this story to your life?
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