Salvation History

Abraham
· Background 
· God had been in perfect relationship…  He would be the God.  They would be his people.

· Adam and Eve didn’t submit.  They tried to be in charge by eating the fruit.  

· So God tried a second time with Noah. But that didn’t work either.

· God had tried relating to people in general – but it didn’t work. 
· So God decided to try something else.  He called a specific people to be his people.

· ‘Maybe if I form a special relationship with these people, they will know me better. And if they know me better, maybe they can share my love for all people and show my love to all people’
· That is where I come in.  I am the one God called.  
· Obeying God’s Call 
· God said to me: 
“Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 

· But I didn’t want to leave my family.  

· But then I had another thought.  Who am I to disagree with God Almighty?

· I would rather live in uncomfortable obedience than comfortable disobedience. 

· So as hard as it was, I packed up my things, took my wife and my nephew Lot, and left.
· Waiting on and Believing in God’s Promise 

· Once I got to the land, it was beautiful!  
· And then God said to me that this land was going to belong to my children one day!  
· But wait… I didn’t have any kids.  I had to trust in God…  He would provide

· God developed me into a leader.  
· As you read my story this week and you see some of the mistakes I made, just know that they were mistakes.  Just as you are growing in your faith, I was growing in mine.  

· God’s covenant with Abraham 

· Then, God came one day and made this incredible statement to me!

· Do not be afraid because I am your shield and great reward.

· What I didn’t understand then was that God was promising me HIMSELF! 

· I get to know my creator and be in relationship with him!  Oh the joy!

· But I didn’t yet understand that. I was still focused on material possessions. 

· Instead of rejoicing in my relationship with God, I asked about my lack of children.
· God promised me a son

· As many stars in the sky – so will your descendants be!
· God credited it to me as righteousness.

· This is what God wanted all along!! 

· More than almost anything else, God simply wants you to trust him.  Trust his good words.  Trust what he asks of you, even when you don’t understand it.  
· But finally God answered my prayers - he brought me a beautiful baby boy – Isaac! 
· This was the one who God would fulfill his promise through 

· Rejoicing and Trusting in God’s Provision 
· God tested me. - ‘take your son, Isaac, and go and sacrifice him there to me.’

· I certainly didn’t want to kill my son!

· But before when I tried to help God out, it messed things up.

· So I simply trusted. I simply obeyed.

· I would rather live family-less in God’s blessings than with family apart from God 

· God is more valuable than family or anything else.

· So I gathered the materials I would need and began to walk.
· When we got to the foot of the mountain, Isaac and I went on alone.

· We got to the top and I grabbed my beautiful son and tied him up

· My decision 

· Did I trust in God’s good words?

· What is more valuable to me?  God or my family?
· Did I value my relationship with God over the blessings that he gave me?

· Do I only obey when its convenient and when I understand or no matter what?

· I knew that God was better than anything else in all of creation!

· I would rather live alone in obedience to God than rich apart from my savior.

· I would rather have God as my very great reward than just stuff.  (Gen 15:1)
· Luke 9:57-62

· As I raised the knife an angel said stop – there is a ram in the bushes – sacrifice it! 
· Oh God and his goodness! 
· He will provide.

· Trusting him and relationship with him is more valuable than anything else! 
· Pursue deep relationship with him above all other things.

· There is nothing in creation that is better than him

· You could pursue him for the rest of eternity and still not discover all the beautiful intricacies of his character.

· Christ 

· I am the picture of what Christ wants from you.

· 1. Value Christ above all else – Luke 9 

· 2. Have faith that Christ is enough to save you and pay for your sins 

· He is the good one that we follow.

· Jesus is your ram!  

· You have sinned and your sin separates you from God.  You are the one on the alter and you are the one who disserves to die.

· And yet God himself took your place on that alter.

· Because Jesus, the sacrificial lamb, was killed on the cross, you are allowed to live.

· And if you will trust in him and let him have control of your life then you do not have to taste death!  You will live eternally in heaven with Christ! 

· Small Groups 

· What was one thing that really stood out to you from the lesson?

· What is one way that God was speaking to you?

· What were the lessons to be learned from the lesson?

· How did you feel when Abraham was asked to kill his son?

· Why would God ask you to do something like that?
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