Salvation History

Creation & The Fall
Creation
· First Things 

· Before the beginning there was God – and there was nothing else. 
· God alone existed by himself, completely alone, completely fulfilled, not needing anything.

· It was in the very begging that God created the heavens and the earth and the billions and billions of starts flung far into space! 
· When he created the greatness and the vastness of the universe, he did so because he wanted people to look into the sky and say 
‘WOW!  Whoever created all this must be great and mighty!’ 

· Plants 
· On the first day, God shouted “LIGHT!!” and light exploded into existence! Soft, warm, beautiful light – like being wrapped in a warm soft blank blanket on a cold winter’s night.  

· Then, with great anticipation, God shouted SKY!!  LAND!!  PLANTS AND FRUIT AND TREES!!!”  and all of these things just appeared in perfect order.  
· Anyone could look at the plants and know how creative God was in the vast variety.  And they could know how much God valued beauty.

· Lights & Animals
· God creates two lights in the sky – the greater and the lesser light 

· For the sun is like God, giving off light for all to see.  
And like the moon, we have no light of our own, we reflect the light of the creator.

· He shouted ‘BIRDS!!  FISH!! ANIMALS!!’  and before you could finish hearing the words, the earth shook with the overwhelming flood of creatures that came out of nowhere! 
Love Story  

· Beginning of Joy
· But God wanted someone to show his goodness and love in a way nothing else could. 

· The love and romance between God and his people was legendary.  

· They were in perfect relationship together.  He was their God and they were his people.  God was in charge and his people obeyed and listened and submitted. 

· God was simply overwhelmed with love for his people. 
· Complete peace. Deep satisfaction. True romance.  Overflowing joy.  
· That was the relationship between God and his people.

· He was their God.  They were his people.

· Beginning of the End

· But like so many stories, things didn’t stay beautiful & wonderful-the romance didn’t last.

· There was an invasion - Satan was furious at the beautiful love of God and his bride.
He wanted to kill, steal, and destroy any semblance of joy that ever existed.  
· He began to whisper in her ear dark, deceitful lies in her ears.
· He started to plant doubts in Eve’s mind as to God’s goodness.  

· The choice Eve had to make was whether to trust in the goodness God.

· Is God good? Does God really have my best interest in mind?

· Can I find better satisfaction and happiness apart from God? Outside of God? 

· And this is the exact same question that you as a teenager are faced with every day of your life.

· So the question is what does that look like in your life (because I am pretty sure none of you have been tempted by a talking snake in the last week)?
· For some of you, the temptation comes in the form of pornography.  
· For some of you that looks like approval and acceptance by your friends.  
· For some of you its fun and freedom.  
· NOTHING more satisfying than Jesus Christ!

· He created you and wants to bless you and grow you.

· He wants you to have joy overflowing.

· THAT is the choice that Eve had

· But as she took a bite, something terrible happened.

· All of the sudden, fear came rushing in and enveloped her like cold darkness.
· Shame. Betrayal. Shame. Empty. Pain. Anguish. Broken.  Alone.
· And all of the sudden, the beautiful love story came crashing down.

· The promise of hope
· But thankfully, God loves his people. He promised that one day, someone would come and save his people and free them from their bondage to sin and death.
· It was Jesus Christ, God himself, who came to save us.
· He is the one that came and defeated death. He did battle with the serpent and won!

· Now death has no sting for those who are in Jesus Christ! 

· Destruction has no hold on the family who runs after Jesus.

· Emptiness and betrayal, brokenness and betrayal are POWERLESS to ruin your life when you have Jesus Christ! 

· Small Group Time
· Questions

· What did you think of the love between God and his people? 

· How did their love and peace and peace make you feel?

· What are some of the areas in your life you wish you had that kind of peace?

· Why do you think Eve was tempted by the lies?

· How do you think she felt afterwards when her sweet romance was destroyed?

· What are some of the areas that you as teenagers are tempted to find satisfaction outside of Christ?
· Why are teenagers tempted by those things?

· What can help them get out from under those temptations?

· Is God really better than all those other things?
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